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Caros jornalistas,  
 

A União Matemática Internacional (IMU, na sigla em inglês) divulgou um documento 

com recomendações de “melhores práticas para revistas científicas de matemática”. O 

documento questiona diversas práticas abusivas, quer por referees quer por editores, 

e orienta quanto ao que deve ser um processo claro de aceitação ou rejeição de 

artigos científicos. O documento já está a ser adoptado por diversas publicações, entre 

as quais a portuguesa Portugaliae Mathematica, editada pela Sociedade Portuguesa 

de Matemática (SPM) e publicada pela Sociedade Europeia de Matemática (EMS). O 

director desta revista, Professor Rui Loja Fernandes (Instituto Superior Técnico, 

telemóvel 919 582 026), está disponível para comentar a sua implementação. No press 

release abaixo, a IMU indica contactos internacionais de pessoas que estiveram 

envolvidas na sua elaboração. 

Para maiores informações ou apoio na tradução do documento, o Gabinete de 

Comunicação da SPM está à vossa disposição. 

Com os melhores cumprimentos, 

 
--  
Renata Ramalho 
SPM - Gabinete de Comunicação 
(+351) 217 951 219 / 960 131 220 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



International Mathematical Union issues  

Best Practice document on Journals  

At its General Assembly held August 16-17, 2010 in Bangalore, India, the 

International Mathematical Union (IMU) endorsed a new document giving 

best practice guidelines for the running of mathematical journals  

(see  

http://www.mathunion.org/fileadmin/CEIC/bestpractice/bpfinal.pdf). The 

document deals with the rights and responsibilities of authors, referees, 

editors and publishers, and makes recommendations for the good running of 

such journals based on principles of transparency, integrity and 

professionalism.  

The document was written by the IMU Committee on Electronic Information 

and Communication (CEIC) in collaboration with Professor Douglas Arnold 

(University of Minnesota), President of the Society for Industrial and Applied 

Mathematics, who has recently made a study* of unethical practices such as 

impact factor manipulation in mathematics. Sir John Ball (University of 

Oxford), the Chair of CEIC, said " 

It is important that everyone involved in the publication process has full 

information on how papers are handled and on what basis they are accepted 

or rejected. For example, we are uncomfortable with the routine use of 

confidential parts of referee reports that are not transmitted to authors."  

The IMU President Professor László Lovász (Eötvös Loránd University, 

Budapest) commented " 

Well run journals play a vital role in the scientific process. Although the 

document is concerned with mathematics journals, we hope that those in 

other fields will find it interesting and useful."  

Contact details:  

Professor László Lovász (tel +36 1381 2183/8083 , email lovasz@cs.elte.hu)   

Sir John Ball (tel +44 1865 615110, email ball@maths.ox.ac.uk),   

Professor Douglas Arnold (tel +1 612 626-9137, email arnold@umn.edu).   

*Integrity Under Attack: The State of Scholarly Publishing 

http://ima.umn.edu/~arnold/siam-columns/integrity-under-attack.pdf  
 


